
 

1 – Presenting Our Passions v4 – © PassionAndSoul.com 

 

 

 

 

Presenting Your Passions 

 
Teaching skills for educators who give from the heart 

 

By Lee Harrington – © PassionAndSoul.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Version 4 – January 2012 

 

  



 

2 – Presenting Our Passions v4 – © PassionAndSoul.com 

 

 

 

  



 

3 – Presenting Our Passions v4 – © PassionAndSoul.com 

 

Introduction 
 

It’s different when you care. 

A number of college instructors I have met get handed a class at the beginning of a quarter, or inherit the 

course from their predecessors. They find themselves speaking on WW2 Polish agricultural concerns, 

something they have no passion for— but they need the paycheck. Don’t get me wrong–someone likely 

truly and deeply cares, on a heart and spirit level, about WW2-era Polish wheat, in which case, this book 

may help them. But this book is not for the person who has to teach a topic because they are just getting 

paid to teach. 

This project is for those of us who care about what we are getting out of our heads and into the heads of 

others. Not just our heads— but our hearts. Our spirits. The essence of us. For those of us whose 

identities, passions, desires, drives, and hopes are wrapped up in this thing we are imparting to the world. 

It is part of our core, part of our loves, needs, wants, and prayers. This thing needs to come out, because it 

matters. 

Presenting is not just what you do, but is your vocation—or might be if the fear of sharing yourself with 

the world didn’t scare you. This book is for anyone who profoundly cares for or is invested in that thing 

which they are imparting. 

As an educator, I have lectured in large university halls, led intensive three-day retreats, and 

performed learning rituals. From one-on-one coaching to facilitated group discussions and 

interactive workshops, I have learned that there are some unifying techniques that help get my 

message across. These are collected here because the world needs passionate educators. The 

world deserves presenters who speak from their authentic voice.  

The first segment of this book examines our personal calling as presenters—what kind of presenter do 

you want to be, what are these passions we want to share, and how you refine your voice and understand 

your calling better. We then examine effective and ineffective presentation styles, and look out for the 

easy pitfalls so many of us fall into when trying to get our information out. Preparing our presentations 

has many layers though, so we will look into how to prepare our information, technology, and body and 

mind for the adventure of presenting. 

Next we dive into understanding why our students are there, what their motivations are, and how to work 

with challenging individuals… who sometimes can become our greatest allies. Then, of course, we have 

the core of any speaking skills book: how to use your voice, body, and words to get your message across 

effectively before an audience. Fair energetic exchange also comes to light as we examine contracts, 

personal needs, working with producers, and building our personal brands. 

Finally, we examine the challenges that arise from presenting our passions. When our personal identity or 

internal expression is invested in what we put out to the world, challenges like maintaining our passions 

and understanding our personal boundaries arise in new and different ways.  
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We are those who have been moved to share not just information, but our personal truths with the world. 

What comes out of our mouths and from our fingertips are not just interesting information, but things we 

care profoundly about. Things that matter to us. I can only help bring these things into the world; where 

you take them from here is up to you.  

You are our future. You are our inspiration. Because you care. 

Presenting, educating, and getting our message out looks different when we care. Because it needs to look 

different. Because it matters. 

Our voices matter, your voice matters, my voice matters. Our passions are our passions for a reason, and 

we deserve a different kind of conversation. 
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